MALACHL

THE ARGV MENT.

TH;; Trophet was one of the thre, which God va:fed wp for the comfort of his Church after the

captiunse , and after hinsthere was no more vatil Loz B aptrSt was fenty whil) was ele

a toI(en

of Gods wrath, or an admonition that they foulde with more feraent defires loke for the

comming of Mefidly . He coufi-mets the [amedolhrine ythat the two foymer doy but cluefly be re-
proueth the Preefls for their couctoufies , and for that they ferusd God afier their owne fantafies,
and not according to the preforspt of bis worde . He alfs noieth certein peculiar finnes , whih were

then among them ,as
cienciesand juche like .

forget s promes made

maryang of i‘{olano:u and mante wiues y murmurings aganft God, rmpa-
N orwithfbanding for the comfort of the godlie he declareth that God-vwolde not
vato theer fathers \but wolde fend Chrift bis meffenger, in whome the co-

uenant fuide be accompifbedywhofe comming Joulde be terrible to the wicked;and bring all con-

[latian and 10ye ynto the godlie.

CHAP. I.

S

o /3 a A b -
aRead Ifa it b 5 HE * burdé of the wor

"€ deof § Lord to Ifraél by
o=y yminifterie of Malachi.
"4 1 haue loued you,faith

\ the Lord : yet ye fay,

= 3 b Wherein haft thou

2% loued vsaWas not Efiu

Jaakobs biother,faith § Lord:yet I loued
I: 2kdb,

Ana I <hated Efju, and made his moun-
taineswafte,and hisheritage a wildernes
for dragoens.

4 Thogh Eddém fay,We areimpoucrithed,
but we wil r-turne and buyld the defolate
places, yet faiththe Lord of hoftes, they
fhal buylde,but I wil deftroyeit,and they
{hal call them, Theborder of wickednes,
and the people, with whome the Lord is
ang1c for euer.

And your eyes fhal feit,and ye (hal fay,

b Which de-
clareth thewr
jeat ANgratle
tgudc thag: did
nogacinowled
ge thus love,
which was fo
cwdent 1nthac
he chofe abra
ham from out
of all § worl-
deand next
chofe Iaakob
the yobger bro
ther of whome
they came and
lefc Efiu the
elder
¢ For befides
that the fignes
of mine hatred
appeared cuen
when he was
made (eruant

meo his yog. T he Lord wil bemagnified vponthe bor
er brother, derofIfraél.
batE Yoers 6 A fonnc honoreth his father, and afer-

belly, and alto
afterward 1

he was put fiG
his bareheighe,

uant his mafter. Ifthen I be a father,whe-
ieis mine honoun;& if I be a mafter,whe-
re is my feare,faich the Lord of hoftes va-

¢t eutn now a
e;i:'&. Jouw  toyou, ¢ § Puefts, that defpife my Na-
Toreof srceur.  mmedand ye fay, © Wherein haue we defpi-
p

dent,u that §
his countrey
licthwafte , & o

fed thy Name?

lech wate & Yeolter fvncleanebread vpon mineal-

e re 1o 1. tar,& you fay,Wheren haue we pollured

Babue . where thee2In that ye fay thetable ofthe Lord s

P whone §  not stobe regarded.

enenic hatet8 Andif ye offer theblinde for facrifice, it

arebymy gra-  is b noteuil: and if ye offer the lame and
ficke , 1t is noteuil:offer it now vnto thy
prince:wil he be content w chee, oraccept

ce and louc to~
warde youdee
Yivered , zead
QUL 9413

& Befides the reft ofthe pccfyle he cond€neth § Priefts chiefly becanfe they
thulde haue reproucd others for thewt trpocrifie,& obftinzcic againft God,&
not haue hardened them by their cxample vo greater cuils e Henocech
thetr groflc by pocrifie,% wolde not {¢ therr fauces,but mofte impudently co-
wered rhem, & io were blisde gmdes £ Yo rectawe all meaer offnings for
your owne griedines,and do not examine whether they be according to my
Taw orno g Wotthat they fard thus, but by their doiags they declaredno
Ioffe  h Youmakeituo fauteswheieby he chdéneth :hc',gi thinke it fufficiée
ta {erue God pareely,as he hathe cdmanded,& parcely after mis faneafie,and
fo come uot to that purenes of religion,which he requirech, & therefore mre-
procte he fheweththé ¥ a wortal man wolde not be goatent to be (o foxmed.

A complaint againit Ifral and chicfiythe Priefis. 9 And now,lpray you,:pray before God,

thy perfone,faith the Lord of hoftes?

i He derideth
Priefts sho
that he may haue mercie vpd vs: this hathe bared \}‘jgj;
bene by your meanes:wil he regardc‘your‘;ima'fm thé,
perfones,faith the Lord of hoites? & cvere the
10 Who 1s there euen among you, ! that occafion, that
wolde fhut the dores2 and kindle not fyre ;‘,‘:ri;,‘,‘,‘,“ the
on mune altar in vaine,1 haue no pleafure people .
in you,faith the Lo1d of hoftes,nether wil fder your ofi
I accepranofiting at your hand. fooe you are
u For from the rifing of the funne vnto fs couctous&
the going downe of the fame, my Name ' Bt the
is m great among the Genriles , and n Loues who
euerie place incenfe fhalbe offred vnto did wot frye.
my Name,:nd a pure offring.for my Na- Tigtaety a0
meis great among the heathen, faith the mem,were ac.
Lordofhoftes. T, Cod wie
12 But yehaue polluted it,inthat ye fay, fliedchat hed
Thetable of the Lord is = polluted,and fhut the dores
the frute thereof,euen his meat is not to be ez foreceis
regarded.

r3 Ye faid alfo, Beholde, it is a © wearines, B od Mew-
and ye haue fouffed at it, fath the Lord of ety theur m-
hoftes,and ye ofi'red that which was torne Seglea of s

& the lame and the ficke: thus ye offred an ;ﬁ:gbe‘"’f“c’:;ﬁ
offring: fhulde Iaccept thisof yourhind, otdhe cullig
fasch the Lord? S here 3 Pro-
14 Butcurfed be the deceiuct, which hathe phee chac was
in his flocke P 2 male,and voweth,and fa- e
crificeth vnto § Loid a corrupt thing : for

worges (3 ;&;
. capacitie o
Iamagreat King,faith the Lord of ho- people asd by
: . the altar,

ftes,and my Name is errible among the ficrisce 'he

1 meaneth the
heathen. {piritaal fees
Yice of God,which {holde be vnder the Gofpel, when an end fhulds be wade
%, all thele legal ceremanus by Chrifts onely [aerifice Bothe § Pricfia
and § people were infeed w this error, ¥ they pafed cot what w as offved:
for !{u-'y thoght ¥ God was alwsl content & the leane as wich the fat: tucm
the meane {eafon they {hewed nor that obedience to God,w hich he required,
& fo chmuted bothe unpietie,and alfo fhewed thewr contempt of Goa & co-
Negoulnes o [he Prie@s & prople wercbothe weary wuh feraing God, &
aifed not what mancr of facrifice & {eruice they gaus to God,for that & was
catt profitable,was thoght good yuough forthe Locd p That is,bathe babte
licze to ferue tne Lord according te kus worde, aud yet wil ferue him accat~
ding te hus couctous miade

CHAP. 1L

n;:;z’zags aganft the Priefis being feducersof the * M erkeh

. . . 1y, bue wnder
Nd now,dye 2 Priefts this commi-

X A them he cone
demencis for you.

teincth che peo
_pie alfe.

2
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were not per-



The Prieftscharge. ,

a2 Ifye.wil not heaeit;nor confideritin

b Toerueme YOUT hcartto giue gloric b vatomy Na-
according ©@  me, faith § Lord of hoftes,I wil eué fend
my woroe

¢ Thatis, the
abuadance of
Gods beach

a curfe vpon yousand wil curfcyourcblel
fings:yea, L haue curled them already be-
£ cauft ye do not confider it in your heart.

d Your ked 3 Beholde,I wil cortupt ¢ your feed, & caft
meto no pro-  dGgue vpon your faces,enen the < dongue
% iemne feafts,and you fhalbe lik
¢ Youboaof of your folemne feaits,and you (baibe like

our holines .
ga:tiﬁces ol yntolt.

feattes , boe 4 And ye fhalknowe, that I haue € fent this
ey b e’ commandement vato you, that my coue-
Ghame, and be  nant,which Imade with Leui,mighe ftid,
prlessdn  fiththeLordof hoftes.

§ The pricks ¢ My gcouenant was with him of life and
goiok the Pro-  peace,and I b gaue him feare,& he feared
phee that B¢ me,and was afraide before imy Nams,
5:"::;35;;1?2 6 Thelawof* trueth was in his mouth, &
againt § prick  there was no iniquitie fodide in his lippes:
bods, dnd ehe  he walked with mein peace and cquitie,
office eftabli-

fhed of God and did turne manie¢ away from ini-
¥ promes,but b4
he P(hewctl\. (101“3'

that the office
is nothing (cld

7 For the Priefts ! lippes fhulde preferue

dered, when  knowledge,and they fhulde feke the lawe
thefe vilenes,  g¢ his mouth:for he is the mmeflenger of
& dongue ate

called by wmeie  the Lord of hoftes.

owne pames

8 Butyeare gone out of theway:ye haue
caufed manie to fallby the Law : ye haue
broké the couenit of Leui, faith the Lord
of hoftes.

g He theweth
what were the
two conditids
of the conendt
made with the
eribe of Leui,

oa Gods 9 Therefore haue Talfo mzde you robe
e e delpifed,and vilebefore ali the people;be-

longlife & fe-  caufe ye kept not my wayes, but haue be-
!icifie,and on Y P ] Y y 4

therpanee, § D€ parcialinthe Law.

they thulde (o Haue wenotall none father? hathe not

faithfully fer- .

uchim scor-  ONEe God made vsdwhy dowe tranfgrefle

ding to b8 eyerieone againit his brother, and breake

h iprefaibed  the couenant of ¢ out fathers?

Liw vo forse . Tuddh hathe t1anfgrefled,and an abomi-

W e fraeq  DACIORISscommiteed in Ifracland in Ieru

me & fet for. 12lém: for Tudih hathe defiled the holines

themy glorie o fthe T ord,which he loued,and hathe ma

ried the p daughter of a ftrange god.

The Lord wil cut of the man that doeth.

this: bothe the mafier and the feruit out of

the tabeinacle of Iaakéb,and him that

with aii fumi-
fitie aud fub-

1 offereth an offring varo the Lord of
haofles,

mifsion
k He fheweth T2
ehat the Prieft
oght to haue
knowledge to
inftru& other
y And thishaue ye done againe, and r co-
uered the altar of §Lord with teares,with
weping and with moutning : becaufe the
ofiling is no moreegarded,nether recei-
ued acceptably at yourhands.
14 Yetye{ay,f Wherein?Becaufe the Lo:d
4

in the worde
of the Loid
hathe bene witnes betwene theeand thy

{ Heisas the
treafure houle
of Gods wor-
de and ogheeo
giue to euerie
ane zccordi
to theirnecefe
fitie , 20d not
to referue it
for him (elf
m Shewing,
that  whofoe.
ucr doeth not
declare Gads
wil, s not his
melenger,and Prick &
Yewes toward Ged and mamfor feing th
brahim,and God had cleed them to be
to offend Gud nor their brethren. o Whereby tiey had bounde them
felues to God to be an holicpeople P Thei haue tuyned them felues in
maviage with them that arc of another religion q Thatis,the Pricfts

were all borne of one father A«
is holie people,they oghe nether

Malachi. Iohné&: Chrtt.

wife of thy youth,againft whome thou ¢ ForIamthe Lord:I changenot, and ye

The P rophet accufeth the ingeatliade of the -7 From the daiesof your

385311224

haft trifgrefled : yetis fhe thy ¢ cSpanion,
and the wife of thy » caucnant.
15 And did not * he make one? yet had he
v abundance of fpiric :and wherefore one? foyned to thee
becaufe he foght a godlie* fecd: therefore coucnaat, and
kepe your .fjucs inyour * fpirit, and lee b thesocs.
none trefpafle agantt the wife of his Name =~
youth,  rndsou
16 If thouhateft ber ,b put her away , faith woman s one
the Lord God of Iftaél, yet he coucreth manye
< the iniurie vader his garment, {aith the ¥ 87 his
Lord of hoftes: therefore kepe your fel- e he colde
ues in your fpitit,and rranfgrefle not, Bl madema

t As the one

u Shethat was

b . vy womea for
17 Ye haue wearied thed Lordwith your oreman
wordes: yet ye fay, Whereinhaue we wea- de be borne in
ried him>Wheé ye fay,Buerie one yedeeth ‘;W*‘?‘ and mo
.1 . N erat mariage
euil,is good in the fighe of the Lord, and whereia is a0
he deliteth inthem . Or where is the God Feefe of t+-
£i nt? a  Conteine
of f judgement: I
i within your

boundes , xnd be fober in minde , and bridle your affeBjons b Not thae
he dosth allowe divorcement , but of the two fagres he theweth . whichyis
thelefle ¢ Mec chinketh it {ufficient to kepe s wife il , albeit he tas
ke others, aud 10 as it were coucreth his faute. d Yo murmurcd sgaink
God, becaufe he heard not you affonc as youcalled ¢ Io thinking thae
God fanored the wicked , and hathe no refpe& to them chat ferue him,
f Thus they blafphemed God in condemniug his power and iuRice, becans
fe he jndged not ding to their fantafi

CHAP, IIL

1 Of the meffenger of the Lord lokn Baptiff , and of
Chrifts dffices

1 Eholde,I wil fend my : meffenger,&

B he fhal prepare the way before me: &
the ® Loid whome ye feke, {hal fpedely co-
m¢ to his Temple: cuen the < meflenger of
the coucnant whome ye defire:beholde,he
fhal come,faiththe Lord of hoftes.

2 But who 4 may abide the day of hiscom-
ming ?and who fhal endure , when he ap-
peateth ? fo1 heislike apurging fyre,and
Like fullers fope.

3 And he fhalfit downe to trye and fine
filuer:he fhal euen fine the fonnes of © Le- conc
ui,and purifie them as gold & filuer, thar {1 fther:
they may bring offrings vnto the Lord in Kisg, be< -
righteoufnes. goucraement

4 Thenfthal the offrings of Iuddh and Ie- 3fhis o arch
rufalém be acceptable .vnro the Lord
in oldetime and in the yetes afore.

a Thisls 'mée
of tohn Bap~
tift, as Chrigt
expouadethit,
Luk 7,27
b  Meauing,
Mefsidh , as
fal 140.1,
an 9517.
¢ That i,
chriﬁiy who
me the coue-
nant was made
and  ravificd,
who is called
the Angel or
lx‘:cﬂ'eagcr of
the couenant,
the becaufe he re-
concileth vs

wifh fo much

forthe Lovrds
thefayers, and againft the adulterers , and e dravedine
againft falfe fwearers, and againit thofe cafume them,

3 48 tharehe hyfo
s AndIwilcomeneieto youto iudgemét, ¢ Lovd
comming, wil
notabide whé
H 3 aad purge his
that wrongfully kepe backethe hirelings 37 Bires

crites  which
and I wil be a fwiftc witnes againft the fo-
he draweth ne
wages, and vexe the widdowe, and che fa- cleane.

theiles,and opprefle the ftranger, & feare Stbar ?’53{
not me,faith the Loid of hoftes. fles that th
might be lig
tes anclh fhioe
5 £ o wato others
fonnes of Tazkéb Farenot colr‘sfumd. e e
fathers 3y € &rd mured :gxiﬁfg
gone away from minc ordinances, and ha- g,‘;‘; g
ue not kept them : & returne vato me,and I his helpe ener
refent to de=
end chem: &

£ Yc caufe the peaple to lamenr, becanfe that God docth not regirde their therefore he accufeth them of ingratitude , and fhewerh that inchat they

facrifices, fo that they feme to {acrifice in vaine
whieroof hie accufeth chem,that is,that they brake the lawes of mariage

{ Thisis anotherfaute, arenct daily confumed , it 18 aroken, that he doeth ful defend them: and
fo his mercic roward ehem ntuer changeth, g Read Zeclar 1,3,

Ccceiii,



Boke of remembrance,

wil retutne vato.you, faith the Lord of
hoftes : but ye faid, Wherein fhal we re-
turne?

8 Wilahman fpoylebsgods? yet haue ye

b ‘There are h

Bone of«.!!;e:- fpoyled me : but ye fay, Wherein haue we
e oo {poyled theeIn :tythesand offings.
defrande theirg Y are curfed witha cutfle: for ye haue

oneur,or dea poyled me,euen this whole nacion.

Ie deceitfully

SWhersiy e that there may be meatinmine Houfe, &
f{ﬁf: ..,f:" groue menowherewith; fai.th the Lord of
beas maineéi-  hoftes,if 1 wil x;t‘n opeu?mndowisl o‘f_fhea
Prclts, &the  UCT VNto you, & powre you outa blefsin

peidy ‘é,";‘;g k withoutyme_afuge. . 8
refpez bow 11 And I wil rebuke the! deuourer foryour
B e fakes,and he fhal not deftroye the frute of
Joumn g {our grounde, nether fhal your vine be
e fhallacke . barenin the field,faith the Lord of hoftes. -
Hace 2.2 And allnacions hal callyou bleffed:for
ine ye fhalbea pleafantland, faith the Lord
1 Meaning the of hottes.

caterpiller, & .
Shachoenct de 13 Yout wordes haue bene ftoute m againft

Broieth corne © e, faith the Lord:yet ye fay, What haue

and frates.

m The Pro- e fpokenagaint thee?

Peh them of 14 Ye hauefaid, ¢ s invaine to ferue God:
,:“:::,‘{'; ,:',‘,f& & what profite is it that we haue kept his
3:""3:3 n g commandemét, and that we walked bum-
o} had ng by before the Lord of hoftes?

pefped oo the 1o T hesefore we coiite the proude blefled:
.;;4 nex: that euen they that worke wxék’ednes sare fet

e o h d, heiare

et fae  VPsand they thattempte God;yea,t

¢ thes the o deliuered.

B arenoe 16 © Then fpake they that feared the Loxd,
osely prefer  gyerie onetohis neighbour,and the Lord
butalfo deli- hearkened & heard it, and a P boke of 1e-
ured fromd2 o, 2hrance was writen before him for thé
gers.

o after thefe  that feared the Lord,& thatthoght vpon
#dmonterons of is N -

she Propher  his Name.

fome were li-

17 And they fhalbe to me, faith the Lord
of hoftes,in that day 1 that I fhal dohis,for
a flocke, and Iwil r fpare them, asaman

touched,
mcoura-
ed others to
care God

p Bothis beean .
fe the thing . . .
was firangesthat fome taraed to God in that great and valuerfl corruption,
andslio :ﬁuhu might be an example of Gods mercies o all penutent fia~
pers: q When Uhal réBore my Church 2ccording ro my promes. they
fhalbe as mune owse propre goodss £ That 1s,forgme their finnes, and
gonesns them with my-SpIrit.

wél

Malach{. Sunne of righteoufnes

1o Biing yeall thetyshes into§ ftorchoufe-

fpareth his owne fonne that ferueth him.

18 Then Thal you retutne, and difcerne be-
twene therighteous and wicked, betwene
him that ferueth God, and him that fer-
uethhim not.

CHAP. 111X
The dayef the Lord, before the which Elidb foslde

come
~ Orbeholde,the day comcth that fhal
aburne as an ouen, and all the prou-a e prophe-
‘de, yea, and all that do wickedly , fhal be {5 of Gods

ftubble , & the day that comceth, fhal bui- TEnh e
ne them vp, faith the Lord of hoftes, made or re-
and fhal leaue tham, nether roote norscme Chrit,
branche. ot fead.
3 But vato you that feare my Name, fhal }m for chere-
the > Sunne of righteoufnes arife, and he- bus Church.
alth fhalbe vnder his wings, and ye thal & e aaogs
< goforthe;and growevpas fatcalues,  wiphis wings
3 And ye fhaltreade downe the wicked:for s grace thul-
they fhalbe duft vnder the foles of yourde lighten. &
fete in the day that I fhaldo shit;faith the Church,Ephe.
Lord of hoftes. Sigand Be s
4 4Remember the Lawe of Mofesmy fer-oe of righee-
uant, which I commanded vnto him in AT
Horéb forall Ifraél with the ftatutes and he bache all

. perfedion, and
iudgements. al{o the mftice
s Beholde, I wil fend youe Elish the Pro- 3f \ig feher

phet before the cdming of the great and whereby he re

£ feareful day of the Lord. B ot
6 And hefhal & turne theheart of the fa.ue. denfech
* thersto thechildren,andthe heart of the flth of thus

children to their fathers, left I comeh and Jorldeand re

. formerh vs to
fimire the earth with curfing. the image of

od.
¢ ¥e thalbefer
at libertie and increafe in the joye of the Spirit,2.Cor 3,17  d Becaufe the
time was come that tie Jewes fhulde be deftiture of Prophetes vanil the u-
me of Chrif,becaufe they fhulde with more fernent mindes defire his co-
ming,the Prophet exhorteth them to exercife them felucs diligently 1n flu-
dywg the Lawe of Mofes m § meane feafon, whereby fhey mght cornuc
the true religion and alfo be armed aganft all tentattons e ‘This Chrit
expoundeth of Iohn Baptift, Mat. 11; 3, wlio bothe for hus zeale, & reftoring
of religion 1s aptly copared to Elidh. f Whach as 1t 1 true for the wicked,
fo doeth 1e waken the ‘godlie and call them to repemtance é He fheweth
whereit Iohns office fhulde fand: 1n the turaing of wen t0 God and 10yhing
the father & children 1 qne wnmie of fasthefo that § father fhal eurne ro thae
religion of his fonne which is conuerted to Chrift,and the fonne fhal 1mbra~
ce the faith of the true favhers,Abrahim, Tzbik and Taakbb h The fecen
it of bus office was to denounce Gods udgements agund them shas
wolde not recewe Chrike

mto righteouf-
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